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On May 20, the Ministry of Government and Justice issued a communique saying that it had
imposed a prohibition on street demonstrations, marches, rallies and "caravans of vehicles" until
at least June 5. The prohibition, said the communique, was in response to the clause in the May
17 Organization of American States (OAS) resolution calling on "the authorities and all political
forces in Panama to abstain from any measure or action that could aggravate the crisis." The
communique said the ban will remain in effect until the three foreign ministers present their report
on the Panamanian situation at OAS headquarters in Washington. On the same day, during a stop
at an outdoor market in San Miguelito, a Panama City suburb, opposition presidential candidate
Guillermo Endara said, "The prohibition does not have any meaning to us." Vice presidential
candidates Ricardo Arias Calderon and Guillermo Ford were also present. The stop was one of
six made by a caravan of about 20 vehicles. The caravan briefly obstructed traffic on some major
thoroughfares leading into the capital. Police watched but took no action. Ford said the action
was intended "to reconstruct the confidence of the people in order to make another push." The
candidates on Saturday met with US Rep. John Murtha (D-Pa.), who headed a team of election
observers appointed by President Bush. Murtha issued another in a series of US and opposition
"statements" directed at the Panamanian Defense Forces that a coup against Noriega would be
welcome. On Sunday, the candidates received applause from 1,000 worshipers at a church 20 miles
west of Panama City. On May 22, the three candidates toured a several factories in the capital city
area rallying supporters to defy the government ban. Ford said, "We're going to visit all 2 million
of our supporters, one by one." Meanwhile, the Opposition Democratic Civic Alliance (ADOC)
canceled a march scheduled for May 24 to protest Noriega's rule. The opposition planned to parade
for ten kilometers through the center of Panama City before finishing up at the local OAS office.
(Basic data from AP, 05/20/89, 05/22/89)
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